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The 30th October 1980

. . NO.LL.77/74/49 —The following Act of the Meghalaya Legisla-
tive Assembly which received the assent of the President is hereby
Published for general information. ’

MEGHALAYA ACT 24 OF 1980

THE MEGHALAYA (BENAMI TRANSACTIONS PROHIBITION)
ACT, 1980 '

(As p;assr:d,by:the Assembly)

[Received the as;en: of the President on the 13th October, 1980]
(Published'ip the Gazetts of Meghalaya, Extra-ordinary, dated
the 31st October, 1980

An
Act !

to prohibit bepami fransactions between a tribal and non-fribal

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Meghalaya in ihe Thirty-first Year of
the Republic of India as follows ;— :
Short title ' . N
extent apg. 1 (1) This Act may be called the Me

Sommence, (Behami Transactions Prohibition) Act, 1980,
1 ent, ’ .

chalaya
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- (2) Tt extends to ‘the whole oF 1 cggw}'xariarya.
(3) It shall come into force at once.

Definitions , 2 In this Act, unless the  context ctherwise re-
quires— ; TRy e

(a) “benami fransaction™ or “transaction in
benami” means the acquiting or holding
of any property (movable or 1mmovable)
or the carrying of any businzss, trade or
any transaction by a non-tribal ip the

Gy ame or on behalf of a tribal; -

~Ab) “non-tribal” means a person who is not a
tribal ; '

(c) “State” means the State of Meghalaya ;

(d)y “tribal” means a person belonging to any
of the Scheduled Tribes 'pertaining to
Meghalaya and as specified in the Consti-
tution (Scheduled Tribes) Order. 1950 as
amended {rom time to time and for the
purposes cof this Act shall also inciude the
Rabhas, Kacharis and Kochs resident in
Meghalaya,

. 3. On and from the commencement of this Act and

,%,fagsait’iﬁ ! notwithstanding anything to_the contrary contained

unlawful. a0V Jaw in force or in any custom or usage bemami
transaction in any form between a tribal and a pon-
tribal is prohibited and shall be unlawful and void
and every person involved In any such fransaction
shall be deemed to have committed an offence under
“this Act: '

Provided that no transaction in the name of a trihal
shall be deemed to be benami where such transaction
is in favour of or for and on behalf of any tribal
organisation, association or institution -

Provided further that no transaztion shall be deemed

to be benami whare. such transaction is between the

members of the same family.
Explanation.—For the purpose of this section—

(i) “tribal organisation, associatiocn or nsti-
tution” means any organization, associa-

tion or institution as may be recognised

and notified by the State Government
as a tribal organisation, association or
institution for the purposes of this Act.

(iiy “members of the same family™ includes the
children either of whoese parents is or was
a noun-tribal.
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tPBC;WCT pen- 4 @) 08 g complaint or information in writing

e made to a Magistrate of the First Class or Super-
wtendent of Police, by such person, Commitiee
or authority as the State Government may notidy in
this behalf, that a transaction is ~in  benmami,” such
Magistrate or Superintendent of Poljce shall, or

_ (b) If a Magistrate of the First Class or a Super-
infendent of Police, upon credible information and
after such enquiry as he may consider necessary, has
reason to believe that a transaction is in benami, such
Magistrate or Superintendent of Police may,

either by himself or by his warrant authorises  an
Officer of Police not below the rank of a Sub-Inspec-
tor of Po'ice to enter ang search. at all reasonable
hours, any premises which he has reason to believe
any register, books of account or any -other documents
relating to or havine any bearing on such transaction
are kept therein and such police officer may direct
any person whom he has reason to believe to be in
custody of such register. books of acccunt of any other
documents relating the transaction to produce them
for his inspection or he may seize such register, books
of account or other documents found therein or so
produced for his inspection, as the case may be.
5. All scarches under this Act shall be conducted,
?g”gg;ﬁij‘gwas far as may be, in accordance with-the provisions
" of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

Offence 1o 0 AN offence under this Act shall be cognizable

be cognizable and bailable.
and bajlable. N
7. Whoever commits an offence under Section 3. or
Penalty, wilfully refusss or fails fo complv with anv direction
or lawful order made under Se~t'on 4. shall. on con-
viction bv a Magistrate. be punishable with imorison-
meut for a term not exceeding six months or with fine
not exceeding two thousand rupecs or with both :

Provided that the minimum punishment for the
second offence under Section 3. shall he with impri-
sonment for a ferm nf not less than ones month and

also with fine of not less (han five hundred rupees.
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seoiection of 8 Ng syt prosccution or other Jeea proceeding
act in . < b s o &
go0d fajn, Shall lie agaipst any person or officer of the Goveru-

ment for anything  which js in goog faj

th done or
intended to be done under this Act,

Boiwer iy 9. The State Government may make

rules to carry
make rules. out the Purposes of this Act.

D. R, RYMMAJ,

Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Meghala

. , ) Law Department,
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